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Darryll Weil 

Lilli Katzenmeyer 

My Year as Fleet Captain 2010  

By Scott Hickey  
 

 The 2009 Holiday party was the end of Darryllôs year as Fleet Captain and the beginning of mine. I 

thought it would start slowly since it was early December and boating was months away. Then I remembered a 

casual conversation I had with Sonny Robbins at the last meeting. Sonny was planning to get together with the 

event planners of the Duck Club and Anchor Yankers and head off any scheduling conflicts for the next year. 

 That was a great idea but it meant that I had to have my dates and most of my venues set by December 

27. Lisa and I went straight to work sifting through the pile of stuff accumulated by our predecessors and de-

ciding what events to have or not have. Then we looked at dates and started contacting venues. Contacting Ma-

rinas, Restaurants that are closed for the season, and Restaurants that donôt exist is harder than it looks at first 

glance. And Hotels just want to hurt you. I got the list to Sonny, they had the meeting, no conflicts and we 

were off and running. 

 The Daytona 500, the Boat Show and Valentines Day were all the same weekend and became the 

theme of our first get together at Sundowners. Many people came and spent their first night of the year on their 

boats. That was fun but cold. 

 After long and unsuccessful negotiations with Pere Marquette, I decided to move the Ice Breaker to the  

Embassy Suites in St. Charles where a pool party was out of the question. Many people like to make the Ice  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaker a weekend long event so I needed something 

for Friday night. Greg Colletta came up with the idea 

of a Main Street Pub Crawl. One Monday night Greg, 

Lisa and I went visiting the bars and picked out the 

stops. Angie and Craig had special pub crawl shirts 

made so the club stood out everywhere we went.                         

A very fun weekend! 

 

I have been told that the Past Commodores Party was 

a break for the Fleet Captain. I was ready for a break. 

Denny had a great party at Sharkyôs and I got a chance 

to recharge for a month. 

Take a 90 degree day and about 120 bottles of cham-

pagne. Then add Duck Clubôs Chef and pool. Stir 

slowly to a boil. Serves over 200 members and guests. 

Our biggest party of the year! 

 

 The next weekend the Club sponsored the St. 

Louis Drag Boat Association Creve Coeur Drag Boat 

races. Our donation got us a great location for the Con 

Trios tent and trailer with a shaded panoramic view of 

the course. There was a beer trailer next to the tent and 

bathrooms less than 500 feet away. We gave away 

hundreds of free tickets and over 100 people signed 

our guest book. The Con Trios trailer is full of fun 

toys for the Fleet Captain and should be used often! 

The Blessing of the Fleet is not a Con Trios event but 

it is the largest boating event of the year. Many mem-

bers of Con Trios play key roles planning and execu-

tion of the Blessing. I planned the Grafton Harbor Pi-

rate Party to dovetail with the Blessing. The River said 

no. Forecast was 21 feet at Grafton and still rising. 

Postponed one week, new forecast Crest 26.5 at Graf-

ton canôt move it again we partied. 

 

 Darryllôs Alton Getaway in 2009 was the most 

fun I had at all of Darryllôs events. I really wanted to 

do that again but as the river was not coming down 

and the Grafton party Blessing were very intense. I 

realized I could not have an event in Alton at the level 

Darryll did. The Good Old Fashioned Party with a 

really Good Band at Sundowners was an inexpensive 

event with ice cold air conditioning on a hot August 

night. 

 

Friday Morning, with high water and rain in 

the forecast, the Con Trios party machine pulled into 

Woodland Marina. The 911 party was coming to-

gether. Many club members came to help get set up. 

The sight was an old gravel parking lot that had not 

been used in a few years. We spent several hours  
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cleaning and grading and then it rained three more inches that night. The next morning, with 

the weather still uncertain, we got up to put the tent up. Greg and Glenn assembled a large 

sound system. Bill and Linda set up the barbeque trailer. The sun came out and we had a great 

barbeque capped off by a sunset flag retirement performed by the American Legion. This was 

my favorite party. 

 

The ñRequired Annual Membership Meetingò always sounds like a party to me. So we 

did it at Sharkyôs with a Jazz band, a beautiful fall day, and ten gallons of chili. The Holiday 

Party was the best party of the year. (See story  p. 4) I think with being Commodore, things 

will start off slowly, since it is only January and boating is still several months away. 
Thank You All again for letting me be your Fleet Captain. 

Scott Hickey, Commodore  

Con Trios Yacht Club  

 

(Continued from page 2) 



Holiday Party 2010 
Saturday afternoon at 2:00, the stage was set and the Hospitality room was assembled. The 

20 foot Con Trios Floating Bar in Classic ñTò configuration was the centerpiece of the room. The 
seven eight top tables were arranged in an asymmetric ñU,ò leaving room for the modest dance floor 
and laptop sound system. Cool Jazz flowed from the speakers as guests began arriving. The dress 
was very casual early but by 4:00 the room began to transform; evening wear and Christmas ties 
began to fill the room. The party was getting started. 
          In the large foyer of the banquet room registration started on schedule. Gifts were passed out 
while Lefty, the one armed bar tender, set himself up for the coming rush. Lefty really has two arms 
and skillfully served the spirits. At six forty-five p.m., all joined in a brief prayer and plates started 
coming to tables.  

Chef John Klipp delivered a meal that can not be described in hotel terms. The dessert table 
was incredible. A full belly can kill a party, so quickly the old board and new board were called up, 
Commodores were thanked and the Galaxy Band took control of the party. Before anyone had a 
chance to yawn or loosen his belt, the large dance floor filled up. Galaxy played dance music from 
all genres with horns, keyboards, and excellent vocals. Everyone danced all night. But thatôs not the 
end of the story.  
          Back in the hospitality room, coolers were restocked, ice buckets refilled, and ten pizzas stood 
ready as Lefty poured everyone one last drink for the long walk back. The room transformed again 
as an after hours, private, and members only  club opened. With no delay, a second laptop was 
added to the system and the dance continued until the last girl stopped dancing at 5:10 a.m. As the 
last man standing, I dutifully closed the room. It began to set in that this is the end of my run. In 
about two hours I pass the torch and this mess over to Alan.  
        It has been my honor and privilege to be your Fleet Captain this year. 

            

     Scott Hickey 

            Fleet Captain Con Trios Yacht Club 



 

  

   

 My year as Commodore of Con Trios Yacht Club has come to a close. It has been a very enjoyable and rewarding experience. 

The 2010 Board of Directors has been a remarkable group that worked diligently to make our Club the wonderful organization it is. 

There was never any doubt that the best interests of our members was always first and foremost in their minds. The support they 

rendered to our Fleet Captain and First Mate, Scott and Lisa, was only matched by the equally impressive help from many of our 

Past Commodores.  

 Speaking of help, I am always impressed with the turnout of our members when it comes time to set up the tent and other items 

for our parties. This spirit of co-operation by all is what makes Con Trios such a special organization. We can all be proud of the 

way Con Trios brings together boaters from all over and the camaraderie that develops between them. 

 We can also be proud of the charitable contributions that have been made due to the generosity of our members. Con Triosô 

support of the Blessing of the Fleet is a prime example of our dedication to continuing boating traditions and fellowship amongst all 

boaters. Sure, we like to party, and Thanks to Scott and Lisa we managed to do a lot of that, but the bringing together a diverse 

group of boaters to further enhance our boating experience is the thing I will always think of first when I think of Con Trios Yacht 

Club.  

 Friendships made while in Con Trios are the kind that will last forever. I see this over and over, even after some are no longer 

boating or members, they are still remembered in times of need.                                             

 I will most assuredly miss chairing the meetings and filling the role of Commodore the same as I missed being Fleet Captain, 

but I am looking forward to many more years being an active part of this great group as a Past Commodore. The future for Con 

Trios looks extremely bright. 

 I am sure our club will grow and continue to be the best under Scottyôs leadership as Commodore, Alanôs fun plans for 2011 as 

Fleet Captain along with our newest Board Members Lynn Sansone, Rick Flier, Mark Foppe and Harry Steele with their input and 

fresh ideas for the coming year. Looking forward we have Bill Tullock coming up as Fleet Captain in 2012 so we now have a line of 

progression that will continue our wonderful traditions. 

 In closing, thanks to all for making Con Trios what it is and allowing me to be a part of it. Finally, two quotes that I would like 

to pass on: one from Past Commodore Denny Galkowski. He always ended each meeting with something like, ñWhat can we do to 

help our Fleet Captain?ò and the one I used as Fleet Captain that was passed on to me from Past Commodore Sonny Robbins is: 

ñWhen you are the Fleet Captain, you can do it that way!ò           

                                       Commodore 2010 Darryll Weil                                                           

Darryll Weil 

Commodoreôs Year End Message 



 Iôm mapping out a great year. I  am fortunate to have my friend, Julie Sprad-

ling, at my side. Iôm also  fortunate to have a great Board of  Directors standing by 

and willing to help. The January 22nd ñGet Togetherò will be a fun time at Baha 

Rock Club. The February 26th ñGet Togetherò at Big Muddy will be a date to look 

forward to. March 25th, 26th, and 27th will be the ñIce Breakerò at Pere Marquette 

State Park, Lodge, RV Park, Campground, and Marina. Come for one or two nights.  

 The party theme for the Ice Breaker this year is ñSock Hop.ò For your Poodle 

Skirt, accessories, and party favors, try EBay and type ñSock Hopò for more infor-

mation and ideas. Later on in April, Iôm working on an idea for a unique ñGet To-

gether.ò More information to come later.  

 You, as a member of CTYC, are special. I wish for you and everyone to be 

safe, have fun, be comfortable with our club, attend lots of events, and make friends. 

I also wish for you to say and feel that you are proud to be a member of ñCon Trios 

Yacht Club.ò With everyoneôs help and contributions, I am certain that this can be 

the best year ever.  

Thanks for listening! 

Alan 



Have a boat to sell?   
1999 SeaRay 400 Sun Dancer  

Cat Diesel HP 340, 6.5 KW 
Duck Club C  Dock 

Contact Kathleen Allen (636) 940-8423 or Doug Clynes (636) 244-0847 
Please note , if you would like your boat advertised in more than one issue, please contact me 

again. Lilli Katzenmeyer, (314) 707-6115 

 

 
Classifieds 

Hailer Sponsor Spotlight 

BOAT US 

As a Cooperating Group Member of BOAT US, we are offered discounted memberships.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a member of BOAT US, our Group # is GA80177Y.  For an application you can contact BOAT US directly at 880 

South Pickett Street, Alexandria, VA  22304 or go to their website http://www.boatus.com/  

Con Trios members  

Lee and Dave Stolze  

were married  in Punta  Cana,  

Dominican Republic 

November 17, 2010  



Con Trios Social Events Remaining for 2011: 
Check the Con Trios website, www.contriosyachtclub.org for updates. 

***********************    
We are excited about the re-opening of the  

Big Muddy Food and Spirits, located at 3761 New Town Blvd.  

A number of our Con Trios members are part of the new ownership! 

Check it out! 

***********************     

River Levels on your mobile device courtesy of RiverBills.com,                                   

Mississippi River levels: 

http://www.riverbills.com/River-Mis.html 

Illinois River levels: 

http://www.riverbills.com/River-Ill.html 

 

Con Trios Yacht Club 

1583 Heritage Valley Dr. 

High Ridge, MO 63049 

When Day What Where 

February 26 Saturday Get-together Big Muddy 

March 25, 26, 27 
Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday Ice Breaker Pere Marquette State Park 


